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My brothers and sisters, Allah S35 LA has created the dunya and everything that is good within it is
either commanded or made permissible. But there are things which have been placed as obstacles and tests

and these are either forbidden or they could appear to be harmless but the wise one knows to stay away from

them because of the outcome. Allah 33 4353 in describing his Messenger alus 43le ) a;

“and makes lawful for them the good things and prohibits for them the evil” al-A'raf (The

Heights, The Elevated Places) 7:157

He came éiiuj ale Al ém to make permissible the tayyib, the things which are nice and make unlawful,

haram and forbidden the things which are bad.

After this my brother and sister's man has been left to seek his way. Hasan al Basti 4} 4« ), he said:

i Jaall (< )

“If intellect and common sense was something that we could buy”
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caid 8 Ll el

“Then people would make intellect and common sense very expensive”

caall g

"So what’s strange”

alie 20 Lo allay (5 e

“What is strange is that you will find person buying something with his wealth that which will corrupt his

intelligence and his common sense”

From that which corrupts a person's dunya and their akl is smoking cigarettes and vaping and that which is

stronger than these.

My brothers and sisters, smoking has become acceptable now even by people who appear to be religious,
but in the Sharia there is a principle; anything which harms the body is haram. Allah 55 A0k tells us in

the Quran:
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AL ) sl 165

"... and do not throw [yourselves] with your [own] hands into destruction [by refraining]”

And in smoking subhanallah this is exactly what's happening. Allah S AL also says:

o sk age ST B Tede AeTiota e
vq%J?s;.uLSm\ug MHJLLYJ

“... and do not kill yourselves [or one another]. Indeed, Allah is to you ever Merciful”

an-Nisa' (Women) 4:29

Therefore after Allah J3540550 has completed for you your creation and completed for you your intellect

and completed for you your religion, corrupting or polluting any of these becomes haram and a sin.

But also my brothers and sisters and my sons and my daughters, take this advice, be careful, be careful on
how you spend your time and be careful on how you spend your wealth. Do not be wasteful. Allah AL

1535 commands us not to, prohibits all forms of wastefulness, He says (i 43a5k;
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“and do not spend wastefully” al-Isra’ (Children of Israel, The Israelites) 17:26

Mujahid 4 4es ) said:

A S Jhaly 8130 Gl 5l

“Even if you were to spend a handful, not a lot, just a small amount on something which is not good then

you are considered as being wasteful”

After knowing that wastefulness is not something which is allowed in our religion, let's look at the rest of the

description, Allah S35 855 then says:

GHaa] G857 bl il G 5A) 138 Gl &)

“Indeed, the wasteful are brothers of the devils” al-Isra’ (Children of Israel, The Israelites)

17:27
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Those who are wasteful in their wealth, in their health, they are the allies and the brothers of the Shayateen

and the Ulema of tafsir have said:

“Such people are influenced by the Shayateen. They listen to the Shayateen and their desires obey him, the
Shaytan”

My brother and sisters smoking is harmful. Smoking is wasteful. But, a person might argue that vaping
doesn't use tobacco and it's not the same as cigarettes and with this justification perhaps we now we can

understand why a growing number of our children are now vaping.

A growing number of our children are now vaping to the point that the experts in medicine are actually
worried, nearly 10% of secondary school children have admitted to vaping and the number is increasing, to
the point now that they are doing this on purpose. They have colourful packets. They have disposable vapes.
They have sweet flavours, all of this to trick our children and the volume of nicotine within these vapes are
not only harmful, but they are not regulated, meaning they can put whatever in there and your child can
smoke or vape whatever chemical that they've put in there. So if nicotine is addictive and harmful for adults,

how about young children with healthy body’s and minds that shouldn't be exposed to this?

My brothers and sisters, this is clearly all from the plots of the Shayateen who are working day and night to
deviate us and our children and our families. Look what Allah (a5 43a3 says about addictions, nicotine is

a clear addiction, look what Allah 455 45 says about alcohol and gambling, He says 43ai:
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“defilement from the work of Satan, so avoid it that you may be successful” al-Ma‘idah

(The Table, The Table Spread) 5:90

That these addictions are from the ways of Shaytaan and how he can overcome you. So then Allah 4ilais
P ES) says, Osalil (,éLd POt “stay away from it so that you'll be successful” and then in the next ayah Allah

a3 A says that:

“The Shaytaan wants to create anger and hatred and make it common amongst you”

“53iall oo & 83 o ey

“... and to avert you from the remembrance of Allah and from prayer” al-Ma‘idah (The

Table, The Table Spread) 5:91

With these toys that he will use as addictions, he wants to stop you from remembering Allah i Ailai

and from establishing the salat and then Allah S5 A0 a5k you a question:
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“So will you not desist” al-Ma'idah (The Table, The Table Spread) 5:91

When this ayah was revealed, the Ulema have said that the streets of Madina were flowing with alcohol and

the Companions were raising their voices saying:

.|

“We have stopped! We have stopped”

My brother and sister smoking is also the opposite of what we find in eman; the Prophet ;LE e 4l

said:

Glas¥l sl ) skl

“Eman, cleanliness is half of your faith”
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The Prophet éi-?»} ale Al é-a liked to be in pleasant environments, with pleasant smells, so he gave us a
principle iy adle ol o) your goodness, your eman will take you to your Companions. Your goodness and

your eman will take you to your environments.

¢ e dy Qo
He said alusadle & Ala:

PR PPN AL WP L U

“The Angels are harmed by that which what harms the son of Adam”

So if you're smoking or vaping, this is not only harmful to yourself but this is harmful to the people around
you. Then we realise that it is possible that whilst the person is smoking or vaping or doing anything
stronger or worse, then the Angels will not be in that person'’s presence, in that person’'s company. So what

will replace the company of the Angels except for the company of the Shayateen?

My brother and sisters, smoking and vaping only brings about destruction. It clogs up your heart and it
destroys your eman, but Islam is the opposite. Islam gives you purity and maturity, so that a person doesn't
live in addiction to obeying his desires but he lives in submission to Allah S5 4550 and enslavement to

S5 AlA3 He says in His book:
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"... Like this He completed His favours for you, so that you would submit (as Muslims)”
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My brothers and sisters, all of us are tested by the decree of Allah M35 4353k, Allah Ja5s AA3 has already
decreed His decrees. He has decreed that which is good and He has decreed that which is bad and everything
is written and recorded, but now it’s up to you. Are you going to submit? Or it could be that your desires,
your environment, your lifestyle would mean that you either accept the qadr of Allah 535 453 o reject
it. Some people accept it as soon as they learn of something which is good or bad. They accept the decree of
Allah 55 8850 and they are the forefront of accepting it, even if it's reluctantly. Allah S Al says

about these people:

01 (yslhall dh iyl ikl y Uk 15l of i aat /15l T 1) 13613 ol 38 018 )

"The only statement of the [true] believers when they are called to Allah and His
Messenger to judge between them is that they say, "We hear and we obey.” And those are

the successful” an-Nur (The Light) 24:51

But there are people who will not accept the decree of Allah Ja3s 453k, They will not accept that
something is halal or something is haram, something is commanded or something is forbidden. They may
even make excuses to feed their desires or they may even have hope in being accepted by the creation.
Ultimately, such people have failed in accepting the decree of Allah 555 453 and such people you will

even find exposing themselves in front of all of the creation, sinning openly.
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But, there is always hope my brother and sisters and there is no room for despair in Islam, how can we?
When we have a Lord who is caring and He is kind! His Mercy is found in all places and He repairs after our
hearts and our organs have been blackened and darkened! He brings about life and hidayah and noor

because His repentance stretches out by day and by night.

As you learn and benefit from Ustadh Ariff Olla’s jumu’ah sermons from which are these notes-

don’t keep it to yourself! Share & teach these notes - please do not edit or manipulate this content.

“One who guides to something good has a reward similar to that of its doer”- Saheeh Muslim

vol.3, n0.4665.

AhleDhikr Institute 2018 - 2023 © 11



